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LapCabby’s Health & Safety eBook
Introduction

Health and safety in a learning environment is critical and there are a range of factors to take into account 
when considering classroom safety.

So how exactly can you ensure your ICT storage solution meets the grade? 

There is no one single answer to this, but we can offer certain guidelines to ensure the devices selected to 
bolster your eLearning, are sufficiently supported by charging and syncing solutions that also deliver the best 
level of safety certification.

This eBook explores how schools, colleges, universities and other educational establishments can implement 
safe ICT storage solutions to facilitate mobile learning and future proof the digital classrooms of tomorrow.

Find your perfect ICT storage solution at www.LapCabby.com
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The HSE reported on the safety issues around 
charging trolleys, and a large part as to why such 
importance is being placed on the decision making 
process when sourcing ICT storage, and the lack of 
preventative risk controls. So by researching and 
selecting a manufacturer, who adheres to the highest 
testing standards, health and safety concerns can be 
greatly reduced. 

There are various certifications that products must 
meet to sell within the European Economic Area 
(EEA).

CE, which stands for a French phrase meaning, 
“European Conformity” is an essential requirement 
which must be met to trade in the EEA, and should 
always be displayed on any products included in the 
scope of the government outlined, ‘New Approach 
Directives’.

Furthermore, there is no legal mechanism to 
retrospectively certify equipment under the Electrical 
Equipment (Safety) Regulations 1994. However, 
it is possible to demonstrate that products in use 
are safe. This could be achieved by having products 
of the type in use tested by a notified body. As 
the trolleys are intended to be used with a full 
complement of laptops it is important that any 
product testing carried out is representative of 
intended use.

As noted by HSE in the report, “Any laptop computer 
charging trolleys in use should be safe and fit for sale 
within the EEA. This can be established by checking 
for a CE mark and the Declaration of Conformity. The 
manufacturer or supplier will be able to confirm this.”
This suggests that a manufacturer could simply 
bypass the certification and ‘confirm’ their product is 
safe. This doesn’t seem enough of a limitation.  
 
That’s why any additional testing or health and 
safety certification which can be identified should 
play a large part in deciphering your trolley shortlist.

So we have established that a CE standard is not 
entirely fit for purpose when dealing with electrical 
components, which are often then deployed and 
used in very public environments.   
 
Therefore to ensure delivery of globally recognised 
and certified products, LapCabby specify and design 
every single component that goes into our products 
from scratch and use these components to custom 
built every product.

TUV, the independent, worldwide, internationally 
certified testing agency, then double checks the 

quality of our products and standards, examining 
both the components and the way the components 
are constructed together. This process alone is what 
makes LapCabby products superior from a lot of 
competitors.

Certification & Testing

Find your perfect ICT storage solution at www.LapCabby.com
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Find your perfect ICT storage solution at www.LapCabby.com

Electrical Components 

Some manufacturers believe that because all the 
individual components on a circuit board are certified that 
the electrical circuit in its entirety can be deemed safe.  
To meet the, highest  certified status you must ensure 
the manufacturer has tested every component both 
stand alone and in various combinations when working 
together. 

For example a CE certified product would trust the 
component test - yet when working in combination with
another part could over heat and set on fire.

Power Distribution 

Power surges can be common from larger trolleys, they 
can cause massive inconvenience and be dangerous.
Let’s say you have a trolley with 32 devices, all needing 
charged immediately. When the trolley is powered on, 
if there is no surge protection, an uncontrolled surge 
will run straight through to the main circuit and can risk 
tripping the electricity within the entire zone. So not only 
would the trolley be effected and unable to power up, 
but there could be many other devices like computers, 
servers, lights (to name a few) that will also trip.

When assessing the testing of power strips, be 
particularity stringent, ensuring whatever is plugged in, 
and regardless of how much power it requires, the power 
distribution can be properly controlled. 

Fire Hazards 
 
It is quite common for laptop screens to be left on, for 
example when a user simply closes the device as opposed 
to powering down correctly.  This can result in the device 
becoming very hot, and when this is multiplied inside a 
trolley, the elevation of the temperature can very quickly 
rise creating a fire hazard. 

This is another common hazard that you can eliminate 
with power management and isolation sensor technology 
to switch the unit off, rather than allowing the battery to 
‘cook’.

Without such a sensor the batteries of the laptops would 
get extremely hot and even if they don’t cause a fire, they 
would disseminate unnecessary heat, potentially causing 
damage to the devices. So as well as reducing the risk 
of fires smart trolleys incorporating this technology will 
preserve the longevity of the devices stored and charged 
inside.

LapCabby’s rigorous testing process eliminates the risk of 
fire from any single component within the unit.  
 
Furthermore, all our electrical component housings use 
flame retardant materials, so if something happens on 
a circuit board it will be contained within – meeting the 
highest V0 grading.  

It is important to choose a manufacturer which uses only 
the highest quality materials to provide optimum safety. 

Cable Management

On some trolleys, you still see access to all the cables, 
devices, and the AC adaptors from the front. From a safety 
standpoint, this means that both the high voltage (240V) 
cables are mixed with the low voltage cables. Another 
major red flag!

A safe ICT storage 
solution will always 
separate the low 
and high voltage 
equipment. 

Storing all the high 
voltage cabling in the back of a trolley and only allowing 
access by a concealed door release was one of the first 
critical safety features LapCabby introduced. Primarily 
this ensures students, staff and young users alike cannot 
access dangerous electrical equipment.

An effective cable management solution also lends itself 
to ease of use, for instance, built in cable management 
facilitating shelves or dedicated pockets and secured 
within the trolley to neatly and safely store excess cable 
and/or AV adaptors.

How can you choose a safe solution?
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There is a BIG difference between your ICT storage solutions meeting the necessary legislations and directives - which 
differ greatly from country to country, not to mention continent to continent, from one which delivers a product that 
meets the very highest safety standards.

 

At LapCabby our standards are high

And so they should be, our solutions are shipped to more the 40 countries across the globe and used largely in 
Education but also throughout Retail, Manufacturing and Healthcare. To ensure we have all our territories covered, you 
can see the standards that every LapCabby product is tested to and meets the following legislation.  

• Europe: EN 60950-1/A12:2011
• USA: UL 60950-1/R:2011-12
•  Canada: CAN/CSA C22.2 No. 60950-1/A1:2011-12

LapCabby has been a safety pioneer since the very beginning, being the very first in the industry to isolate high voltage 
cabling in the back of its units in 2007 and is now just one of many safety features LapCabby has introduced to its 
products, which range from the simplicity of curved, rubberised corners to industry leading surge protection software.  

To ensure our safety offering is comprehensive, we test all of our products to the highest possible safety standards 
worldwide and test for common safety hazards in-house. 

You can download our comprehensive Safety Feature Guide here for further reading on how we design, build and test 
all our products with safety at the forefront of our process.

Follow our detailed guide to discover how LapCabby strives to deliver the highest Health & Safety  
standards in our whitepaper, or get in touch to find out more about our ICT Storage solutions.

Download LapCabby Feature Guide Get in Touch

No matter your budget, or trolley vendor of choice, there are some critical health and 
safety elements that should never be overlooked.  
 
Mainly the electrical components and power distribution, stability and weight testing 
of the unit, temperatures sensors and of course the level of safety certification. 
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